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8 TAKE AWAYS
The Libraries offer a Course Reserves service where the 
Libraries can add electronic articles and book chapters to 
your course in Blackboard.  The Course Reserve Request 
form should be given to the Library six weeks prior to the 
start of your course and follow the policies and submission 
guidelines.  The library can easily post accessible articles 
from electronic journals and electronic books that they own. 
Using the Course Reserves service is beneficial because 
all of the content  uploaded will be able to be read by screen-
reader technology. For any content they do not have access 
to, the Libraries adhere to copyright laws which allows only 
one article from a single journal issue and one chapter from 
a book.  
Library Reserves 
(607) 777-3940 
mainresv@binghamton.edu
Center for Learning and Teaching 
http://www.binghamton.edu/clt 
clt@binghamton.edu
Course Reserves
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Binghamton University faculty, students, and staff 
can use the Ask a Librarian service for research help via 
chat, Skype, text, and e-mail. The primary goal of the 
Binghamton University Libraries’ Research Assistance 
Services is to provide help to the University community in 
identifying and accessing an extensive range of print and 
electronic resources for teaching, learning and research.
Research Assistance staff aim to help users become 
self-sufficient in their use of information resources. 
Whenever possible, staff will help users to refine their 
inquiries, understand the range of available tools for 
answering questions, and select appropriate resources.
Ask a Librarian
Center for Learning & Teaching’s Website
The Center for Learning and Teaching’s website offers a variety of instructional enrichment 
resources. By highlighting innovative teaching approaches, best practices, and offering a variety of 
assessment resources, the CLT’s website acts as a portal to reliable, robust resources.
http://www.binghamton.edu/libraries/
research/askalibrarian/
Free ≠ Open : Copyright  & Creative Commons
Just because you can find a document, image, presentation, or other resource for free online, does not mean that you are 
permitted to use that resource however you would like. Even free intellectual property is protected by copyright, meaning 
its use is restricted by very specific Fair Use copyright guidelines. Open Educational Resources have Creative Commons 
licenses, as selected by their creators. While Creative Commons licenses have six levels of attributions, or restrictions, the 
majority of OERs carry the most liberal attribution of “By” license. 
One method to ensure you are using permitted multimedia content is to search for resources using Creative Commons 
Search - search.creativecommons.org. CC Search offers convenient access to search services provided by other 
independent organizations. Using CC Search, you can find content licensing under Creative Commons that you can share, 
use, and remix. Content types include images, music, video, and other multimedia. 
Multimedia Educational Resource for 
Learning and Online Teaching
“MERLOT is a curated collection of 
free and open online teaching, learning, 
and faculty development services 
contributed and used by an international 
education community. MERLOT is a free 
resource, and is sustained through 
the support of higher educational 
institutions from around the world, led 
by the California State University.”  
In addition to the over 3,500 open 
textbooks encompassing a broad 
range of academic disciplines, MERLOT 
contains many other OER materials, 
such as assignments, presentations, 
assessments, and simulations. 
MERLOT also offers academic 
discipline communities and academic 
support communities from Agriculture 
and Environmental Studies to World 
Languages. 
MERLOT
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“The hours (and days) spent scouring 
the Internet for educational resources is 
time that could be spent teaching and 
learning. OER Commons helps educators, 
students, and lifelong learners avoid 
time-consuming searches and find 
exactly the right materials, with a single 
point of access from which they can 
search, browse, and evaluate resources 
in OER Common’s growing collection of 
50,000 high-quality OER.”
Resources include:
• Full university courses complete 
with readings, videos of lectures, 
homework assignments
• Interactive mini-lessons and 
simulations about a specific topic, 
such as math or physics
• Adaptations of existing open work 
and lecture notes
• Electronic textbooks that are peer-
reviewed and frequently updated
OER Commons
The first rule for re-using openly 
licensed content is that you have to 
properly attribute the creator. But 
sometimes, attributing Creative 
Commons licensed content properly 
can be difficult and confusing. There 
are specific requirements for what 
needs to go into that attribution, but 
those requirements can be hard to 
find.
Open Attribute is a simple tool you 
can use to create a proper attribution 
quickly and easily. All you have to do is 
install the addon to your browser and 
with one click of a button, you have 
all the CC license information. Open 
Attribute will query the metadata 
around a CC-licensed object and 
produce a properly formatted 
attribution that you can copy and 
paste wherever they need to.
Open Attribute
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.  
To view a copy of this license, visit  
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/.
Resources
• Portions of this document are made available by Open.Michigan under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. The origi-
nal document is available at http://open.umich.edu/sites/default/files/3659/PDFs/OER-benefits-handout.pdf
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• “Chat” by Mister Pixel is licensed under CC BY 3.0. Retrieved from http://thenounproject.com/term/chat/44194/
• “Librarian” by Wynne Nafus Sayer is licensed under CC BY 3.0. Retrieved from http://thenounproject.com/term/librarian/85138/
• “Library” by Pieter J. Smits is licensed under CC BY 3.0. Retrieved from http://thenounproject.com/term/library/6857/ 
• “Library” by vincentnovoa is licensed under CC BY 3.0. Retrieved from http://thenounproject.com/term/library/6857/ 
• “oer_logo_EN_1” by  Breno Trautwein is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0. Retrieved from http://bit.ly/1EkPXbh
merlot.org oercommons.org openattribute.com
Become an Advocate for Open Resources!
The decision to release intellectual material starts with the creator. By sharing your own work as an OER, you can 
maximize the impact and visibility of your scholarly work across the global learning community. You can investigate open 
access options like looking for journals of publication in the Directory of Open Access Journals or share created course 
materials within the MERLOT platform. You can work with CLT or the Libraries to find out how. 
